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We write as organizations deeply opposed to the continued attacks on science, medical
research, and women’s health care by the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s
Select Panel to Attack Women’s Health (the Panel).

This Panel is part of a sustained systemic effort to cut off women’s access to health care,
including safe, legal abortion care. In the 114th Congress, congressional leadership has
held nine votes to defund Planned Parenthood—including one vote that took place just
days after a devastating mass shooting at a Planned Parenthood health center in
Colorado—and launched five separate investigations into Planned Parenthood and related
issues.

This harmful campaign is premised on nothing more than discredited videos released by
extremists opposed to abortion. Planned Parenthood and other abortion providers! have
been cleared of wrongdoing in numerous venues, including a grand jury that set out to
investigate Planned Parenthood in Houston, Texas, but instead indicted the makers of
these videos.? Even more telling, the twelve states that have launched investigations have
turned up no evidence of wrongdoing. An additional eight states decided not to open an
investigation at all, citing the lack of credible evidence.® Yet, this reckless campaign
against women’s health continues unabated.

The Panel’s destructive fishing expedition targets science and critical life-saving medical
research. Fetal tissue research has long contributed to major medical breakthroughs that
have saved countless lives—including infant lives—such as vaccines for polio, chicken
pox, measles, and rubella.* Today, scientists use fetal tissue to study a wide range of
devastating health conditions, from degenerative diseases like Parkinson’s to AIDS.®
This Panel should not politicize science that has immeasurably reduced human suffering
and holds tremendous promise for the future. Attacking this medical progress is
irresponsible and contradicts the Panel’s purported “focus” on improving infant lives. If
the Panel were truly invested in addressing issues impacting infant lives, it would not
have scheduled its March 2 hearing at the exact time as an Energy and Commerce
subcommittee hearing on the Zika virus—a pressing public health crisis that is impacting
women and infants in our hemisphere.

Moreover, we are deeply concerned that the Panel has made sweeping requests for
detailed personal information that would identify researchers, health care providers,
medical residents, students, and others. The Panel has refused to adopt any procedural
safeguards to protect personal information from inadvertent disclosure, meaning that it
could become public without any recourse. Public identification poses grave privacy and
security concerns and would expose these individuals to more harassment, intimidation,
and physical harm. In fact, health care providers and women seeking health care at
facilities that offer reproductive health care are already facing an alarming increase in
threats, harassment, and attacks. Since the release of the highly edited and misleading
videos in July 2015, three people were killed and nine were injured during an attack in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, and four reproductive health care facilities have been targets
of arson.® No health care professional or researcher should have to fear for their lives for
providing healthcare or conducting critical life-saving research.



We oppose the Panel’s politicized campaign against abortion care, just as we oppose all
the dangers the campaign presents to women in our country and their health care
providers. We urge the Panel to end its attacks on science, medicine, and women.
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